ngI\T

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for

STAT

G

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved .for Release @ 50-Yr 2014_/01/06 : CIA-RDP73-00

NOV 22 1364

!l

AN

]
|

SOVIET WRITERS

ON

CLTURE T

3.Week Private Visit Here

Omits Usual Formalities

By MURRAY SEEGER
Without the. restrictions of
official security and protocol, a
delegation of Soviet - literary
figures s moving through New

{York's cultural world.

The six visitors .arrived in
New York Tuesday -and will
stay for thrce wecks at the in-
vitation of Dr. Harold Taylor,
{former  president of Sarah
Lawrence College.

Instecad of being stecred as
a group quickly through one
cily after another by guides,
they have been split' up to iive
in five New York homes.

Students and teachers from
lacal colleges and universities
arc serving as interpreters.

The United States Govern-

had nothing official to do with

it since {issuing the visas
through  the embassy in
Moscow.

The Soviet Government has
labeled the visit an enterprise
of the “private” Institute of
Sovict-Amcrican Relations.

Changes In Soviet Discussed

According to specialists on
Soviet affairs, the most “inter-
esting” of tLhe visitors is a
young, dark-haired’ poet who
is big cnough to he a guard for
the New York Giants, and the
most “important” is a middle.

{aged, baldish editor who could

be the younger man’s ‘coach.
Both men, Robert I. Rozh-
destvensky, the poet, and Al-

‘leksandr B. Chakovsky, the edi-
alor, talked frecl
twork and the changes taking

about their

place in the Sovict Union.
The other visitors are Alcksei

{N. Arbuzov, a playwright; Yev-

geny D, Swrkov, a theater
eritic; Mrs. Tamara Y. Mame-

ment approved the trip but has|

of Soviet-American Rela.tions,l
and Mrs. - Chakovsky.

" Mr. Chakovsky, who is 51,
is editor of Literraturnaya Ga-
zeta, the newspaper of the So-
viet Writers’ Union. -He
shrugged and showed surprise
when asked whether he was in
any danger of losing his post
as did the editors of Pravda
and Izvestia after the ouster
of Nikita 8. .Khrushchev in
October. . -

“I don't think so; I don't sce
any .rcason why,” he said in
good English. .

Mr, Chakovsky said it was
“prematyre” to say whether
there would be any change.in
the' Soviet Government's poll-
cies toward writers as & result
of the removal of Mr. Khru-
shchev. .- -

_“Policies in litcrature are not

made by one .individual,” Mr,
Chakovsky. said. “In the days
of Stalin if he didn’t like some-
thing that “was - written, the
writer was finished, so.”” He
emphasized the point by bring-
ing his open right hand across
his left. ' . )

© Writers Defied Criticism

As he moved into this sensi-
tive subject Mr. Chakovsky
switched to Russian for trans-
Jation by Grant Pendill Jr. of
Philadelphia, secretary:treas-
urer of Arms of Friendship,
Inc,, a group that promotes bet-
ter relations with the Soviet
Union. .

“You must understand,” Mr.
Chakovsky sald. “Under Khru.
shchev, that was no longer pos-
sible, People werg criticized but
they went right on writing.

“When it was a question of
expression’ in literature, I
agreed with some of XKhru-

times he was too personal in
his attacks.”

vensky interrupted in Russian:
“That affected me, personaily.”
He went on to explain that

criticized by the former Premier
but that he had continued to
write, . \

“Anything I write is.pub-
lished,” Mr. .Rozhdestvensky

dova, dircctor of the -Institute

said,. "Some, of the things are;

schev's criticlsms. But some-|

At that point, M. Rozhdest-| -

some -of his poetry had been| ”
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praised and.some are crilicized,
but I have absolute frcedom.”

At 32, Mr. Rozhdestvensky is
one of the most popular writers
in the Soviet Union, ranking
with Andrei Voznesensky and
Yevgeny Yevtushenko as
spokesmen for the younger
generation. .

He said that Mr. Yevtushenko,
who was rumored to be Under
pressure from the Government
because of some of his work,
has just finished a long poem,
“too long,"” of 5,000 words.

“Life is a multivaried thing,”
Mr. Rozhdestvensky said in
Russfan. “I don't understand
poets that write in only -one
style, The great variety of life
should be shown in poetry.”

Asked if the poet had a' spe-
cial role in explaining the many
changes going on-in the Soviet
Union, - he paused before 'an-
swering. -,.° DA

“We have atremendous role
right now,” he said:in his deép

voice, “You are right—there are|

the best relations.” . - -

great changes in literature and

all phases of life. And interest|
has not diminished. The halls,

are filled with listeners. 1 do

not want to boast about myself,|
but my last poem was published|

in 100,000 copies.”
Comparison of Impressions

The poet said he had wanted '

to réturn to the United States
to compare impressions: with
those of his visit a year ago.
The assassination of President
Kennedy clouded that wvisit
he added. .

“I like to'say that what the
Soviet Union §s going through
is. a ‘continucd democratiation
of our country,’'” Mr. Chakov-
sky sdid.. “Not democracy as
you'see it, but 2 more human
expression of our system.

“What we have.now in Rus-
sla is a completely collectivo
leadership, We are in a struggle
of ideology. But in that strug-

gle it is most important that
Russia .and Ameriéa. maintain
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